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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 We are Secular Franciscans living in the world and sharing our Franciscan Charism by “going 

from gospel to life, and life to the gospel”, by following Jesus Christ in the footsteps of St. 
Francis and St. Clare; and by following our apostolic Rule we strive to build up the Kingdom of 

God in our lifetimes by our prayers, works and fraternal community.

May Home Study 
MAY 10 – No meeting 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing –5th Sunday of Easter 
JOHN 14:1-12 
On-Going Formation – Holy Half-Hours, Article #9 
 

May III Order Feasts 
1.   US Bishops will Renew the Consecration of 

the USA to the Care of Our Blessed Mother 
1.   Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker  
2.   St. Richard Pampuri 
3.   WORLD DAY of PRAYER for VOCATIONS 
3.   Bl. Edouard-Joseph Rosas 
5.   Kathy Taormina’s birthday 
11. St. Gemme de Sulmona 
13. St. Michel Garicoitz 
14. St. Marie-Dominique Mazzarello 
15. St. Jean-Baptiste de la Salle 
19. Norma Noonan’s birthday 
19. St. Yves 
22. St. Joaquina Vedruna 
23. Bl. Gerard de Villamagna 
24. ASCENSION of OUR LORD 
25. Dedication of the Basilica in Assisi, 1253  
26. St. Philippe Neri 
26. St. Marie-Anne Parades 
27. Bl. Gerard de Lunel 
28. St. Jean-Baptiste Rossi 
30. St. Joan of Arc, Cordbearer 
30. King Saint Fernando III 
31. PENTECOST 
31. Jim Terry’s Profession, 2009 

T 

June Home Study 
JUNE 14 – To be determined if we can meet! 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing –Corpus Christi 
JOHN 6:51-58 
On-Going Formation -Holy Half-Hours, Article #10 
 

June III Order Feasts 
2.   Bl. Jean Pelingotto, Confessor 
4.   St. Francois Caracciolo 
7.   MOST HOLY TRINITY 
7.   Bl. Himiliane Cerchi 
8.   Mitzi Speranzella’s birthday 
9.   Kay Pelletier’s birthday 
10. Bl. Edouard Poppe 
11. Colette Schunk’s Profession, 1961 
13. St. Anthony of Padua 
13. Trudy Phillip’s birthday 
14. MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD of CHRIST 
14. Bl. Zephirin Jimenez 
15. St. Vincente Gerosa 
16. Bl. Marie-Therese Scherer 
17. Bl. Pierre Gambacorta 
17. Mitzi & Joe Speranzella’s Anniversary, 1989 
20. WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
20. Bl. Micheline de Pesaro 
22. St. Thomas More 
23. St. Joseph Cafasso 
27. Bl. Marguerite Baeys 
28. St. Barthelemie Capitanio 
30. Bl. Raymond Lulle 

 

Fraternity Prayer/Needs List 
Coronavirus:  for those who have died from the 

virus, those currently with the virus and for 
the safety for those who minister to them in 
any way; 

Gloria and her husband Ray’s well-being within 



their new 24-hour care at home; 
Bonita prays for calls in the evening to stem off the 

loneliness; 
Lori’s continued faith growing for her students 

and youth now that everything is virtual.  
Especially for the youth that suffer with 
anxiety, depression and stress; 

Janet in thanksgiving for all God's blessings, for the 
continued health and well-being of our son 
Scotty, for my up-coming medical 
treatments, and for all our family members, 
living and deceased; 

Joan’s youngest daughter Amy’s success in a new 
job position and the family’s relocation to 
Florida; 

Norma’s family as this difficult time; 
Kay’s continued health and safety; 
Trudy’s Children and Grandchildren’s school and 

Health for all; 
Colette (I could not reach her by phone, please  
 pray that she is safe and well!) 
Kathleen’s elderly neighbor who died, may the Lord 

welcome him into the Kingdom; 
Cece, Jacob & Justin Speranzella’s total healing; 
Jacob’s upcoming surgery to remove a mass  
 attached to his liver; 
Kathy & Tim’s family and a full-term, healthy baby 

girl for Sara & Cody, for Dr. Haley as she 
works in the Emergency Department and for 
the total healing of Beth’s knee surgery; 

Jim’s complete healing of his hip replacement; 
Mary Ann for continued good health for her and her 

family; 
Fr. Steve’s 25 students in his Theology 101 course; 
And all the prayers in the depths of our hearts! 

 

Pope’s Prayers for April 
Prayer intention for evangelization - Deacons 
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the
Word and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol  
for the entire Church.    

 

 
 

May Formation 
On-Going Formation – Holy Half-Hours, Article 9 
Initial Formation – prepare for Candidacy 
 

Fraternity Treasury Report 
Balance as of April 1, 2020  $2,878.65 
  
Expenses:   April 
     $         .00 
Income:  April 
Common Fund   April 2020  $   455.00 
Balance as of April 1, 2020  $3,333.65 
  
Restricted Funds 
Meagher Memorial Fund     $1,505.00 
2021 Fair Share Anticipated: 
St. John XXIII, OFS (15, 1 cand.) $   847.00  
St. Juniper Serra NFG (6)  $   330.00 
Total Restricted:   $2,682.00 
  
NET Balance of available funds $   651.65 
 
Respectfully submitted by Norma Noonan, OFS 
 
Our apostolates will still need your financial 
help in the months to come so please mail your 
May Common Fund donations to: 
Norma Noonan, OFS 
4439 Lakeshore Terrace 
Eagan MN  55122 
 

Fraternity Minutes 
No Minutes. 
 

Fraternity Infirmarian Report 

This month, on behalf of our Fraternity, I have sent 
prayer cards to our Poor Clare Sisters, Sr. Mary 
Lou Eltgroth, OSF, and our entire Fraternity, along 
with our continued prayers for the health, safety 
and well-being of everyone. May PEACE and ALL 
GOOD follow you always and everywhere! "Let us 
spread the good news that PRAYER IS OUR 
STRENGTH!"  St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 
Respectfully submitted by Janet Holmes, OFS 
 

SJ23rd Council 
Minister – Kathleen Sirek, OFS 651-666-3985 
Vice Minister – Jim Terry, OFS 612-964-1660 
Secretary – Mitzi Speranzella, OFS 612.979-7168 
Treasurer – Norma Noonan, OFS 651-686-0532 
Formation – Kathy Taormina, OFS 952-457-2209 
Spiritual Assistant–Fr. Steve McMichael, OFM Conv. 

Infirmarian – Janet Holmes, OFS 952-943-1518 
 



***Remember – to be excused, please call the 
fraternity Minister, Kathie Sirek! 
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or kathysfo@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
Virus and the Emmaus Road 

 
We have all travelled the road the two disciples 
walked that Easter night—the road of deep 
disappointment, sadness, despair, and anger.  But 
it is also a road in which we meet the Risen One in 
the guise of those who offer us support, 
compassion and counsel along the way. 
 
One of my favorite holy pictures shows this scene 
of three robed figures walking along a dirt road, 
shafts of sunlight breaking through trees and 
clouds.  The person in the middle, hand upraised 
as he talks, seems to fascinate the others.  I like 
this artistic rendition because it allows us to 
observe the travelers from behind.  They are 
walking away from some event; they are walking 
away from something.  They have wavered from 
their calling. 
 
Today, a different kind of stranger joins us.  It’s a 
death-dealing presence, a presence from which 
we cannot walk away.  It has interrupted our lives, 
our happiness, our social gatherings and fraternal 
responsibilities.  We wish this stranger, this 

threat, not be in our company.  It has invaded 
everything that we enjoy doing and loving.  As in 
the story of St Francis and the wolf of Gubbio, so 
now with us—befriending the present danger we 
must, for our sakes, and the sake of others.   
 
Befriending is not easy; it takes courage, it takes 
faith.  For us today, it means: shelter-in-place, 
isolation, surrendering freedoms and routines.  
The Risen Lord surrounds us.  God is with us.  
Everything in the Emmaus story is applicable to 
our life today.  Jesus was more with the two 
disciples on their journey—even in their doubt 
and unbelief—than when they actually saw and 
recognized Him and finally believed.  I find this 
paradox of faith—this distance and closeness, of 
belief and unbelief—repeated over and over 
again in our lives.            
 
As Vatican II teaches, we meet Christ in the 
Scriptures.  Let this time of deprivation help us 
intensify our love.  Routine can become very 
customary.  Teilhard de Chardin once wrote 
poetically about offering Christ on the altar of the 
world, “The Divine assails us, penetrates us and 
molds us.   We imagined it as distant and 
inaccessible, when in fact we live steeped in its 
burning layers.” If Emmaus is correct, then the 
Risen Christ surrounds us.  Yes, He stays with us 
through the entire journey of life.            
 

 

Rejoice in our Franciscan 
charism!! 
 
“Charisms are graces of the 
Holy Spirit which directly or 
indirectly benefit the Church, 
ordered as they are to her 
building up, to the good of 
men [and women], and to the 
needs of the world.” 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (799) 
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MAY Holy Half-Hours 

OFS RULE 

 

Ongoing Formation Assignment: 

OFS RULE – Article 9 

 

1.  Read OFS RULE, Article 9 

2.  Read any commentaries, such as Hidden Power III: From Gospel to Life. 

     Read OFS General Constitutions, Articles 16. 

 3.  Questions: 

 Week 1:  

• How do we know that Mary “was open to [God’s] every word and call”? 
 

 Week 2: 

• Mary was chosen by St. Francis to be “the protectress and advocate of his family”.  What did that 
mean to St. Francis and what does that mean to me today? 

 

 Week 3: 

• How do I “express [my] ardent love for her? 
 

 Week 4: 

• How do I know if I am “praying earnestly and confidently”? 
  

Make a commitment to spend four 

holy half-hours to prepare for class.  

 

Preferably, spend one holy half-hour a 

week. 

For each holy half hour:  

• Put yourself in the presence of God. 

• Pray to the Holy Spirit for Guidance. 

• Read the assigned passages. 
 

After reading, spend time with God in prayer. Use some of your 

thoughts as points of dialogue with God. 

  


